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 In April 2017, OPRD provided the 13th annual Archaeology Awareness Training in The Dalles, which 

is a training opportunity for state agency staff responsible for working with cultural resources and 
Native American tribes, and for staff responsible for managing programs and lands in the state of 
Oregon. The training consisted of 3½ days of exceptional instruction, practical demonstrations, and 
applicable hands-on fieldwork including onsite visits to archaeological sites. The training provided an 
overview of archaeological issues as they affect state and private lands in Oregon. Also addressed 
were the recognition of both precontact and historic sites, the importance of archaeological 
preservation, and applicable federal and state regulations and agency policies. All sessions provided 
an integrated perspective from both the scientific and Native American communities. This integration 
broadens the cultural awareness of state employees, and provides information on the consultation 
process with appropriate tribes in breakout sessions. The training was facilitated by OPRD 
archaeologist, Nancy Nelson, and the following were the presenters and instructors this year: 

 
Dr. Dave Brauner, Oregon State University 
Perry Chocktoot, The Klamath Tribes 
Dr. Tom Connolly, University of Oregon 
Stephanie Woods Craig, Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde Community of Oregon 
Jessica Curteman, Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Community of Oregon 
Briece Edwards, Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Community of Oregon 

             Patrick Flanagan, Oregon Department of Justice 
             Steve Jenevein, Oregon Parks and Recreation Department 
             Dr. Mollie Manion, Oregon Parks and Recreation Department  

Carey Miller, Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation 
Armand Minthorn, Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation 
Nancy Nelson, Oregon Parks and Recreation Department 
Leslie O’Rourke, Oregon Parks and Recreation Department  
Terry Ozbun, Archaeological Investigations Northwest 
Paul Patton, Oregon Parks and Recreation Department 
John Pouley, Oregon State Historic Preservation Office 
Karen Quigley, Legislative Commission on Indian Services  
Kassandra Rippee, Coquille Indian Tribe 
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 Annual news from the Oregon State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO): Our office works so 
closely with the state’s nine federally recognized tribes in everything we do it is difficult to try and 
summarize all of our activities and involvement with tribes into an end of year report. However, we 
would like to highlight some of our out-of-the-ordinary and primary accomplishments that occurred 
in 2017. First and foremost, the staff at Oregon SHPO has been reaching out to all of the state’s tribal 
historic programs to discuss topics relating to our common roles in preserving important places in the 
state. In addition to sharing information regarding impacts to historic structures and archaeological 
sites, we have talked to tribal staff about our office’s involvement in public education and outreach, 
museum and curation, archival preservation issues, cemeteries, mentor programs, heritage tourism 
and a variety of heritage-related grants. We have also shared information about our improved Section 
106 database and archaeological permits tracking database in case our efforts can be useful to them in 
establishing their own programs.  In 2017, our office journeyed to reservations and met with staff 
from three of the state’s nine tribes. Such meetings have increased our ability to address preservation 
issues more effectively throughout the state and have helped us build stronger relationships with our 
tribal partners.  Through such meetings our office has gained a much stronger understanding of the 
tribal work environment and issues important to each tribe. In addition to this tribal specific outreach 
program, our staff participated in a range of trainings and meetings throughout the year with our tribal 
partners which continues to assist us in highlighting important preservation issues, projects that are 
threatened or require immediate attention, and ways that will improve our office’s efficiency and 
public outreach. Examples of such events in 2017 include participation in a Regional SHPO/THPO 
meeting in Boise with the National Park Service and ACHP; monthly meetings with the Wana Pa 
Koot Koot working group (associated with the Columbia River Power System); the OPRD 
Archaeology Awareness Training in The Dalles; SHPOLOOZA – a meeting with our tribal, federal, 
state, and private consultants to let everyone know more about how our office operates and to get 
feedback on how we could improve;  participation on the state’s Interagency Culture Resource 
Council (ICRC); attendance at this year’s Confederated Tribe of Grand Ronde Community’s Cultural 
Summit; our continued involvement with tribes in all archaeological permit reviews; and  our current 
participation with tribes on assisting with the eventual listing of five Traditional Cultural Property 
(TCP) nominations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


